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Chandigarh, September 9
Two days after the Punjab
Police solved the sensational
triple murder case in Fer-
ozepur with the arrest of six
shooters from Aurangabad,
Maharashtra, investigations
revealed that the primary tar-
get of the assailants was
Dildeep Singh, while two oth-
er victims, including a young
girl, were killed unintention-
ally in the crossfire.

Those arrested include Gur-
preet Singh, alias Gopy Baba,
of Chohla Sahib in Tarn
Taran; Prince of Kunde vil-
lage in Ferozepur; Ravinder
Singh, alias Ravi, alias
Sukhu, Sukhchain Singh,
Akshay, alias Bagicha, and
Rajbeer Singh, alias Daler
Singh, all residents of Basti
Bagh Wali in Ferozepur. 

The arrests were part of
“Operation Desert”, con-
ducted by Punjab’s Anti-
Gangster Task Force
(AGTF), Ferozepur district
Police, Central Agencies and
the Maharashtra Police on
the Hruday Samrat Balasa-
heb Thakre Express High-
way in Aurangabad.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, AIG AGTF Gurmeet
Chauhan, AIG AGTF
Sandeep Goel, and Fer-
ozepur SSP Saumya Mishra
said the arrested individu-
als were being brought to
Ferozepur for court pro-
ceedings to secure police
remand for further ques-
tioning. They were accom-
panied by DSP Bikramjit
Singh Brar and DSP Rajan
Parminder Singh.

On September 9, around

12:50 pm, Dildeep Singh,
Anmolpreet Singh, Jaspreet
Kaur, Akashdeep, and
Harpreet, alias Jonty, were
travelling near Gurdwara
Shri Akalgarh Sahib, Kam-
boj Nagar, Ferozepur City,
when six assailants opened
fire. Dildeep Singh, alias Lal-
li, Akashdeep Singh, and
their sister Jaspreet Kaur
were killed, while Anmol-
preet Singh and Harpreet
Singh were injured and are
receiving medical treatment.

Preliminary investiga-

tions suggest the murders
were driven by a personal
enmity between Dildeep
Singh and foreign-based
gangsters Buvnesh
Chopra, alias Ashish, and
Harpreet Singh, alias Hap-
py Mal. Dildeep Singh had
a prior criminal record, and
efforts are underway to
extradite the main
accused, Buvnesh Chopra.

Detailing the operation, AIG
Chauhan explained that police
launched “Operation Desert”
to gather evidence and back-

ground information on the
deceased. After gathering
intelligence and conducting
technical investigations, the
police arrested Daljit Singh,
who revealed during interroga-
tion that he was tasked with
surveilling the victims.

Further investigations led
the AGTF to track the sus-
pects in Nanded, Maharash-
tra.  The police aim to ques-
tion the accused further to
uncover more details about
the motive and connections
behind the killings.

Triple murder in Ferozepur
linked to gang rivalry: Police 

■ The Anti-Gangster Task Force (AGTF) of the
Punjab Police has dismantled 505 gang-
ster modules in the past two-and-a-half
years. Under the leadership of ADGP Pro-
mod Ban, the AGTF arrested 1,408 gang-
sters, neutralised 16 and recorded 107
encounters. The force seized 1,332
weapons and 293 vehicles from criminals

■ Encounters led to injuries to 81 gangsters,
while three police personnel were martyred,

and 26 others injured. AIG Gurmeet S Chauhan
highlighted these achievements during a press
briefing alongside other officials

■ Since its formation on April 6, 2022, the
AGTF has blocked 203 social media
accounts that promoted gang violence,
including 132 on Facebook and 71 on Insta-
gram. The task force has also collaborated
with other states to check activities of gang-
ster, smugglers and arms suppliers

Anti-Gangster Task Force AIG Gurmeet Chauhan (C) at a press conference in Chandigarh. PHOTO: VICKY

Girl, brother unintended victims, reveal investigations

505 GANGS DISMANTLED IN OVER TWO YEARS

Health insurance
company told to
pay ~6.25 lakh
Sanjeev Singh Bariana

Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, September 9
The Punjab Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission
has directed Star Health and
Allied Insurance Company
Limited, Chennai, to com-
pensate Kulwinder Singh, a
Ludhiana resident, with Rs
6.25 lakh, along with 7 per
cent interest from the date
his claim was denied. The
commission also ordered an
additional Rs 40,000 as com-
pensation and Rs 11,000 in
litigation expenses.

The order came after
Singh’s insurance claim was
rejected by the company on
the grounds that he had not
disclosed his pre-existing
joint pain condition, for
which he received treatment
in Gurugram in 2017. The
company argued that Singh
had concealed his medical
history when purchasing the
policy in 2015.

The commission, led by Pres-
ident Justice Daya Chaudhary
and members Simarjot Kaur
and Vishav Kant Garg, upheld
the decision of the Ludhiana
Consumer Commission. The
order criticised the insurance
company’s claim denial, stat-
ing that the company was free
to conduct medical examina-
tions of prospective buyers and
should not have relied solely
on the buyer’s disclosure.

Additionally, the commis-
sion suggested that an advi-
sory be issued to the Insur-
ance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) to mandate
medical examinations for
all policy buyers before
issuing health policies. Cur-
rently, only those above 50
years are subject to manda-
tory medical checks.

AAP driving state into deep debt: Warring
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, September 9
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring, Punjab Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president
and Ludhiana MP, has lam-
basted the AAP government
for seeking an additional
borrowing limit of Rs 10,000
crore from the Centre. This
reckless borrowing, he

warned, was pushing Pun-
jab into a debt trap that
would have devastating
consequences for both cur-
rent and future generations.

“The Aam Aadmi Party,
under the leadership of
Bhagwant Mann, has shown
a complete disregard to the
state’s economic stability.
By seeking approval for
additional Rs 10,000 crore

borrowings, the AAP gov-
ernment is not only burden-
ing the state with insur-
mountable debt but also
setting the stage for the eco-
nomic destruction of Pun-
jab,” Warring said.

He criticised various recent
decisions of the AAP govern-
ment. Such decisions had
added to the financial woes of
the common man, he added. 

Cong holds
workers’
meeting
Chandigarh, September 9
The Punjab Congress leader-
ship has started holding
meetings of party leaders for
the forthcoming byelections
to Gidderbaha, Sagrur,
Chabbewal and Dera Baba
Nanak Assembly seats.

As part of the exercise, PPCC
chief Amrinder Raja Warring
and CLP leader Partap Singh
Bajwa today held a meeting of
party workers at Hoshiarpur.
Former minister Sunsder
Shyam Arora was also present
on the occasion.

After Dr Raj Kumar
Chabbewal, former Deputy
Leader of Opposition, left the
Congress to join AAP before
being elected as MP from
Hoshiarpur, the party was
looking for a suitable face to
fill in the gap for the Chabbe-
wal Assembly segment. For-
mer Minister Dr Raj Kumar
Verka has been appointed
observer for the Chabbewal
constituency. — TNS

Strike by doctors hits
services across state
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, September 9
Medical services across the
state were hit as work at the
out-patient departments
(OPDs) remained suspended
for the first part of the day at
all public health centres on
Monday in response to a
strike call given by the Pun-
jab Civil Medical Services
Association (PCMSA) in sup-
port of its demands.

Emergency services and
intensive care units, however,
continued uninterrupted.
Over 2,500 doctors went on
three-hour strike to press for
their demands that included
restoration of the assured
career progression scheme
(ASP) and security measures
at health institutions.

Elective or scheduled sur-
geries, medical examina-
tion for driving, arms
licences and recruitment
were among the services
that were hit. VIP duties,
dope tests, meetings,
reports, enquiries and
“kayakalp” assessments
also remained suspended.

The strike, however, did not
impact services such as post-
mortem and medico-legal
examination, court evidence,
judicial medical examina-
tions and dispensing daily
doses at outpatient opioid
treatment centres.

On August 25, the PCMSA
had given a call for the clo-
sure of OPD services from
September 9 to 14, but in
view of the persistent insis-
tence by the state govern-
ment to “moderate” the call
for a few days to buy time

for discussions with the
Finance Department, it
decided to close OPDs for
the first half of the day only.

The second phase of the
strike, planned from Septem-
ber 12 onwards, might wit-
ness a complete closure of
OPDs and suspension of
related services, according to
a statement issued by the
association on Monday.

A meeting between the
PCMSA and the Cabinet
sub-committee headed by
Fiancé Minister Harpal
Cheema is scheduled for
September 11.

The PCMSA has said that
the demand for reinstate-
ment of the ACP was non-
negotiable and would serve
as the pivot around which
the whole struggle would
revolve, as it aimed at mere-
ly restoring the routine, reg-
ular salary of the medical
officers. It did not involve
any new allowance or emolu-
ment and had been part of
the regular pay since the
inception of the cadre.

The association reiterated
that until their demands,
specifically the ACP and
security arrangements for
health care staff, materi-
alised through the required
notifications, the call for the
indefinite suspension of
services from September 9
would continue.

Last week, the talks
between the PCMSA and
the government had ended
in a deadlock. Even meet-
ings of the association rep-
resentatives with Health
Minister Balbir Singh had
remained inconclusive. 

Power utility
attempts to rev
up revenues
Ruchika M Khanna

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, September 9
The Punjab State Power Cor-
poration Limited (PSPCL) is
trying to rev up its revenues
in the wake of its increasing
expenditure on power pur-
chase because of the pro-
longed and severe summer;
and because of the power
subsidy remaining unpaid by
the state government, which
is itself grappling to meet its
committed liabilities.

Having notified its decision
to roll back power subsidy
given to domestic consumers
having up to 7 KW load, the
government is now mulling
withdrawing the 24-hour
power supply given to 9,000
agricultural consumers,
whose tubewells are connect-
ed to rural domestic feeders.
Their entitlement is for eight
hours of power supply.

When the agriculture feed-
ers were bifurcated from
domestic feeders in 2011-12,
these 9,000 consumers, most
of them having political clout,
ensured that they remained
attached to domestic feeders,
so that they got 24 hour sup-
ply. Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann has reportedly given
the go-ahead for attaching
these consumers to the agri-
culture power feeders.

Official sources in the PSP-
CL told The Tribune that they
were working on a multi-
pronged strategy to shore up
the revenue of the state pow-
er utility. “We are also work-
ing on recovering the Rs
3,500-crore power dues from
various state government
departments. The Chief Sec-
retary is himself asking all
departments to clear the dues
of the PSPCL at the earliest
and Rs 70 crore has been paid
to the PSPCL in past one
week,” said a top official in
the state power utility.

It has also been decided to
act against defaulters, espe-
cially domestic consumers,
who have not cleared their
power bills to the tune of Rs
1,100 crore. The total
amount that all categories of
defaulters owe to the PSPCL
is Rs 1,800 crore. The power
utility has also launched a
programme to check power
theft, and thus save power
worth Rs 2,500 crore.
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